CARL SCHURZ'S POLITICAL CAREER
Besides the agitation about the Poncas, the Secretary
was called upon to deal with a tragic outbreak among the
Utes in Colorado in the autumn of 1879. The agent on the
reservation of one branch of this tribe, Mr. Meeker, was killed,
and the women of his family were carried into captivity; later
a detachment of troops hurrying to the defense of the whites
was defeated with the loss of its commander. When the people
and the government of Colorado displayed a purpose to take
the Utes in hand and revenge all wrongs by practically exter-
minating the tribe, a very high degree of tact combined with
vigor was shown by the Secretary. Ultimately a settlement was
effected through a special agent of the department, by bring-
ing about a surrender of the small number of bad Indians who
alone were responsible for the outbreak. Though trouble en-
sued again, about a year after the original murder, on account
of fatal altercations between some of the Indians and some of
the whites, this incident also was adjusted without collision with
the State authorities. Mr. Schurz's conduct of this Ute matter,
manifesting as it did a degree of exact and impartial justice
toward the Indians, won him no sympathy from the ex-
cited whites, and left him the object of as cordial dislike in
Colorado by the deadliest foes of the Indians, as was felt
toward him by their warmest, if misguided, friends in Mas-
sachusetts.

In addition to these and other assaults which Mr. Schurz
had to endure in connection with the management of his own
special department, a rather disproportionate number of those
that originated in hostility to the administration in general
were directed primarily at him. The thorough-going politicians
instinctively felt that he was a thorn in their path. Throughout
Hayes' term factional feeling was very strong in the Republi-
can party. The President's policy in the South was bitterly
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